
 

Amended Report to the Building Code Advisory Board 
Prepared by the Maricopa County Planning and Development Department 

  
 
Cases:  TA2013001 – 2012 International Codes   
 
Meeting Date:   April 30, 2013  
 
Agenda Item: 1  
 
Supervisor District:   All 
 
Applicant: Staff 
 
Request: Initiate and Consider a Recommendation for a Text 

Amendment to the Maricopa County Local Additions & 
Addenda to adopt construction safety codes as amended 

 
Support/Opposition:  No known opposition. One letter of support. One general 

comment letter. 
 
Recommendation:  Recommend Approval 
 
Discussion: 

 
A text amendment to the Maricopa County Local Additions & Addenda (adopted 
construction safety codes) to adopt and amend the following: 
 

• 2012 International Building Code 
• 2012 International Residential Code 
• 2012 International Plumbing Code 
• 2012 International Mechanical Code 
• 2012 International Fuel Gas Code 
• 2012 International Green Construction Code 
• 2012 International Energy Conservation Code 
• 2012 International Existing Building Code 
• 2011 National Electric Code 

 
This text amendment to the Maricopa County Local Additions and Addenda proposes to 
replace the currently-adopted 2009 suite of building codes, with local amendments, with the 
updated 2012 suite of international building codes, with local amendments.  In addition, three 
new construction codes are being considered for adoption.  These codes include (1) the 2012 
International Existing Building Code, (2) the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code, and 
(3) the 2012 International Green Construction Code (voluntary basis only).  The purpose of the 
text amendment is to ensure updated construction safety codes with the Maricopa 
Association of Governments / Arizona Building Officials (MAG/AZBO) amendments that are 
consistent with other jurisdictions in the county and state.  The April 9, 2013 BCAB meeting 
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minutes and the leg-edit Local Additions and Addenda showing all proposed changes are 
attached. 
As noted, the proposed text amendment language is a repeal and replace of the existing 
document language for the Maricopa County Local Additions & Addenda. The leg-edit 
revised document is attached in its entirety. These are code updates and not substantial 
changes from current codes, except that the County has not previously adopted the Green 
Construction Code, Energy Conservation Code or the Existing Building Code – all of which are 
anticipated to be a benefit to our customers. Note that compliance to the Green 
Construction Code will be voluntary. 
 
More specifically, the changes to the Local Additions and Addenda and the ICC/NEC Codes, 
shown in leg-edit form on the attached proposed language exhibit, are as follows: 

 
Cover Page:   
1. Updated to March 2013. 

Reason for change: Update to current year. 
 
Table of Contents:  
1. Updated to reference the 2012 codes and add the IGCC, IECC and IEBC. 

Reason for change: Update to correct year reference and add the new codes. 
 
Chapter 1:  
1. No Changes. 
 
Chapter 2:   
1. Removed the $75 fee for Expedited in-house plan review. 

Reason for change: This is not a service we offer. 
 

2. Section 209. Noise Level Reduction. Updated Zoning Ordinance reference from 
Section 1007 to 1010. 
Reason for change: To reflect a change made to the Zoning Ordinance section. 
 

3. Section 210.2 Definitions, Swimming Pool. Added “This does not include decorative 
fountains that contain water under 12” deep”.  
Reason for change: Without this language, pool barriers are required around 
fountains, which is not necessary or practical. 
 

4. Section 211.1.5 of Residential Woodburning Regulations. Text changed in its entirety 
to match current Arizona Revised Statutes (ARS) for the four types of allowable 
fireplaces/wood stoves. 
Reason for change: To be consistent with ARS. 

 
Chapter 3: 
1. Section 301. Adopts and amends 2012 IBC and Appendix G Flood Resistance 

Construction.  
Reason for change: We don’t usually adopt appendices, but this one is necessary to 
maintain our standing in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). 
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Of note, Section 202 through Section 3109 are the MAG/AZBO amendments that did 
not change other than some slight editorial corrections. We are still exempting single 
family residences from fire sprinkler requirements. 

 
2. Section 302. Adopts and amends 2012 IRC. No changes other than some code 

section corrections. We are still exempting single family residences from fire sprinkler 
requirements. 
Reason for change: To update code section references. 
 

3. Section 303. Adopts and amends 2012 IMC with new MAG/AZBO amendments for 
Domestic Systems and Standards.  
Reason for change: To be consistent with MAG/AZBO jurisdictions. 
 

4. Section 304. Adopts and amends 2012 IPC with new MAG/AZBO amendment for 
Water Closet clearances. Kept same MAG/AZBO amendments for Discharge Piping 
and Vent Through Roof. 
Reason for change: To be consistent with MAG/AZBO jurisdictions. 
 

5. Section 305. Adopts and amends 2011 NEC with the City of Phoenix Amendments, 
which haven’t changed except for section number corrections to fit the new code. 
Reason for change: To be consistent with MAG/AZBO jurisdictions. 
 

6. Section 306. Adopts and amends 2003 IFC.  
No changes: This code still only applies to County-owned buildings. 
 

7. Section 307. Adopts and amends 2012 IFGC with same MAG/AZBO amendment for 
Burial Depth. 
Reason for change: To be consistent with MAG/AZBO jurisdictions. 
 

8. Section 308. Adopts and amends 2012 IGCC with City of Phoenix proposed 
amendments. Specifies that code is optional. 
Reason for change: To allow optional use of code for builders who want to be 
energy conscious. 
 

9. Section 309. Adopts and amends 2012 IECC with City of Phoenix and SRP proposed 
amendments for scoping and the RESNET testing and HERS ratings and pool motor 
requirements recommended by MAG/AZBO. 
Reason for change: To be consistent with MAG/AZBO jurisdictions. 
 

10. Section 310. Adopts 2012 IEBC with no amendments. 
Reason for change: To allow greater flexibility in the redevelopment of existing 
buildings. 
 

This item is being processed through the County’s Enhanced Regulatory Outreach Program 
(EROP).  A stakeholder meeting was held on February 22, 2013.  This item was presented to the 
Maricopa County Building Code Advisory Board (BCAB) on April 9th for discussion and will be 
presented on April 30, 2013 for initiation and possible recommendation.  At the April 30th 
meeting, the BCAB may recommend that the text amendment process be expedited.  An 
expedited process recommendation means that the BCAB would both initiate and make a 
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recommendation regarding the text amendment at the same meeting.  To be considered for 
the expedited process, the following three criteria must be met: (1) the amendment has been 
the subject of at least one Stakeholder Workshop (posted on the County’s web site at least 
two weeks in advance); (2) a draft of the regulatory change was available on the EROP web 
site at least two weeks prior to the Board hearing; and (3) the BCAB has received no 
opposition to the proposed text amendment and is recommending approval of the proposed 
language.  If the BCAB does not make a recommendation for expedited processing, an 
additional hearing date must be scheduled.     
 
In accordance with state statutes, this text amendment will also be heard by the Maricopa 
County Planning and Zoning Commission (Commission).  If these items are initiated at the April 
25, 2013 Commission meeting, and positively acted on at the April 30, 2013 BCAB, the 
anticipated Commission hearing for recommendation to the Board of Supervisors (BOS) is June 
6, 2013 and the tentative BOS hearing for adoption is July 17, 2013.  The regulations will take 
immediate effect upon approval, but with a three month grace period where compliance 
with either the 2009 or 2012 ICC Codes will be allowed.  This schedule is subject to change 
depending on information and recommendations received by the public and by the actions 
of the BCAB, Commission and/or BOS. 
 
The initial February 22nd Stakeholder Meeting was well attended and this matter was discussed. 
(No minutes of the meeting were prepared.) The stakeholders indicated compliance with the 
Green Construction Codes should be optional, and that an alternative to energy code 
compliance must be offered. Staff is proposing an alternative approach to compliance by 
documenting a Home Energy Rating System (HERS) Index of 70 or less.  There is no known 
opposition to the proposed language.  A letter of support was received from SRP, attached. A 
general letter from the New River/Desert Hills Community is attached. They did receive an 
email response that compliance with the Green Construction Code will be optional. At the 
April 9, 2013 BCAB meeting BCAB members and a representative from the Home Builders 
Association had questions that were answered by staff as shown on the attached minutes 
from that meeting. 
 
Recommendation:    

 
Staff recommends that the BCAB initiate TA2013001.   
 
Staff further recommends, if the EROP criteria are met, that the BCAB recommend that 
TA2013001 be approved for expedited EROP processing and that the Maricopa County 
Planning and Zoning Commission and Board of Supervisors adopt the 2013 Maricopa County 
Local Additions and Addenda which adopt and amend the 2012 ICC Codes and the 2011 
NEC Code. 
 
If the EROP criteria are not met, staff recommends that the BCAB take action to set a Special 
Meeting to hear TA2013001 on June 11, 2013.   
 
Prepared by Tom Ewers, Plan Review Manager 

 
Attachments: SRP letter (1 page) 
  New River/Desert Hills email (2 pages) and letter (2 pages) 
  4/9/13 BCAB minutes (4 pages) 
  Proposed language (50 pages) 
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